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(1) COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The crusades were holy wars which Western Christians justified as wars to retake lands that once 
had been Christian, such as Sicily, Iberia (Spain and Portugal), and Palestine. Until the middle of 
the 11th century, these lands were under Muslim rule and had become Muslim as a result of the 
great Arab expansion in the 600s and early 700s. The first great successes of Western Christians 
against the Muslims came in 1060 when they conquered Sicily and in 1085 when they conquered 
Toledo in central Iberia from the Muslims. The First Crusade, declared in 1095 by Pope Urban II 
(1088-1099) for the liberation of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem from Muslim 
rule, was thus an event that carried crusading from the western to the eastern Mediterranean. It 
was part of a broad-based Western Christian effort to regain principal territories which the 
Christianized Roman Empire had once possessed. 
 
The Crusader Kingdom, which was established in Palestine as a result of the successful First 
Crusade, lasted for nearly two centuries (1099-1291). In contrast to Sicily and Iberia, which were 
integrated into Western Christian civilization, the Crusader Kingdom did not last because it 
never attracted enough Western Europeans as settlers. Even though the merchants of Venice and 
Genoa succeeded in making the Crusader Kingdom a wealthy commercial center, in the long run 
the much larger market of Alexandria gave its Muslim rulers the power to crush crusader 
competition. Above all, Western and Eastern Christians (the latter still represented more than 
half of the indigenous Palestinian population in c. 1100) remained religiously and culturally too 
alien to each other to unite and take advantage of their superior numbers against the Muslims. In 
the end, the Muslims prevailed. 
  
 
(2) COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
With its focus on the two centuries of the Crusader Kingdom in Palestine and the neighboring 
Muslim and Eastern Christian states this course seeks to sketch a vivid picture of the great 
heroes, as well as treacherous villains, who shaped the pivotal events of the 12th and 13th 
centuries in the Middle East. More than most other periods in both Middle Eastern as well as 
Western European history, studying the crusades will enable you to see how colorful and 
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idiosyncratic individuals shaped history, even though – of course – major historical patterns were 
at work in the background as well. Once you understand what motivated the Christian as well as 
Muslim holy warriors of this period you will be able to appreciate why the idea of justifying 
one’s actions through religion is such a powerful driving force. 
 
 
(3) LEARNING OUTCOMES: ACQUIRING THE ABILITY TO 

• explain what influence the past has on the present. 
• differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations. 
• interpret the complexity and diversity of situations, events and past mentalities. 
• challenge arguments of historical inevitability. 
• analyze cause-and-effect relationship and multiple causations. 
• formulate historical questions.  
• write a well-organized historical argument. 

    
 
(4) COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
(a) Readings. There are three texts assigned to this course: Thomas Asbridge, The Crusades: The 
Authoritative History of the War for the Holy Land (New York: HarperCollins/Ecco, 2011); 
Amin Maalouf, The Crusades through Arab Eyes (New York: Schocken Books, 1984); and 
Thomas F. Madden, The New Concise History of the Crusades, 3rd student ed. (Lanham, Md.: 
Rowman & Littlefield, 2005). Specific readings are assigned for each week and it is expected 
that you make a strenuous effort to keep up with these readings. Only if you complete the 
reading assignments on the weekend before the corresponding week will you be able to benefit 
from the class lectures and discussions. 
 
(b) Grades, Exams, Papers. Your grade in this class will be determined by two short class tests 
(20 min. each, 15+15 percent), a midterm paper (30 percent) and a final exam (40 percent). The 
short tests consist of one essay topic and one page of multiple choice questions. The midterm 
paper should be about 5 pages long. The final exam will consist of two long essays and three ID 
questions. In all exams you will have a choice of questions. The lists with suggested paper and 
exam topics and guidelines on how to write good papers will be posted on Canvas.  
 
(c) Class Conduct. By University of Utah Regulation 6-100-III-O, your regular attendance 
throughout the semester is mandatory. Please make it your habit to come punctually every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. You will not be able to make up for missed classes from the 
readings alone since the emphasis in this course is on analysis and contextual explanation, not on 
repetition of reading materials. If for any urgent reason you cannot be in class I expect 
notification from you beforehand. If you are sick, I require a doctor’s attestation. If you miss 
class meetings repeatedly and unexcused (I will keep tabs on absences) your class grade will be 
lowered to C or less. Obviously, smartphones must be turned off and kept in your bag or pocket 
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during class. The use of laptops and notebooks is permitted but I expect on your honor that you 
will use them for note-taking only. 
 
(d) Graduate Section. Graduate students in this course are required to fulfill the above exam 
schedule, except for the midterm paper. The main requirement will be a graduate research paper 
of about 20 pages. You will meet with me several times in the course of the semester, to make 
sure your paper outline, bibliography, and draft paper are moving in the right direction. I expect 
a polished, completed paper by the end of the semester. 
 
(e) Contact. I'm always available for consultation on small or large matters and will be happy to 
help you along your academic path. Please feel free to call me or see me in my office (office 
hours: Mon., 1:30-2:30 pm). I can be reached at 1-8073 (office) and 801-364-3310 (home). My 
email address is peter.vonsivers@utah.edu.  There will be regular postings on Canvas, together 
with occasional extra reading assignments. Please visit our Canvas site regularly. 
 
 
(5) CLASS SCHEDULE AND READINGS 
 
Week 1 (Aug. 22-26) – Introduction: The Middle East and Europe in the 11th Century  
Readings: Madden, ch. 1 
Asbridge, ch. 1 
Maalouf, ch. 1 
 
Week 2 (Aug. 29-Sep. 2) – The First Crusade in the Middle East 
Readings: Madden, ch. 2 
Asbridge, ch. 2+3 
Maalouf, chs. 2-3 
 
Week 3 (Sep. 5-9) – The Early Crusader Kingdom and the Muslims 
Readings: Madden, ch. 4 
Asbridge, ch. 4+5 
Maalouf, chs. 4-5 
 
Week 4 (Sep. 16-18) – The Second Crusade: Avenging the Loss of Edessa to the Muslims 
Readings: Madden, ch. 3 
Asbridge, ch. 6 
Maalouf, ch. 6 
 
First Short Class Test, Monday, Sep. 19 
 
Week 5 (Sep. 19-23) – The Muslims on the Offensive: Nur al-Din 
Asbridge, ch. 7+8 
 
Week 6 (Sep. 26-30) – The Race for Egypt: Amalric and Shirkuh 



4 
 
Readings: Asbridge, ch. 9+10 
 
Week 7 (Oct. 3-7) – Saladin and the Great Victory at Hattin 
Readings: Maalouf, chs. 7-10 
Asbridge, ch. 11+12 
 
Week 8 (Oct. 12-16) – Fall Break 
 
Week 9 (Oct. 17-21) – The Third Crusade: Reestablishing the Crusader Kingdom 
Readings: Madden, ch. 4 
Asbridge, ch. 13-18 
Maalouf, ch. 11 
 
Midterm Paper Due, Friday, Oct. 23, 11:59 pm, via Turnitin on Canvas 
 
Week 10 (Oct. 24-28) – The Fourth Crusade: The Sack of Constantinople 
Readings: Madden, ch. 5 
Asbridge, ch. 19 
 
Week 11 (Oct. 31-Nov. 4) – Maintaining a Reduced Crusader Kingdom: Children's Crusades and 
Crusade of Damietta 
Readings: Madden, ch. 6 
 
Week 12 (Nov. 7-11) – Frederick II's Crusade and Kingdom of Jerusalem 
Readings: Madden, ch. 7 
Asbridge, ch. 20 
Maalouf, ch. 12 
 
Week 13 (Nov. 14-18) – St.  Louis' Crusade and Strengthening the Crusader Kingdom 
Readings: Madden, ch. 8 
Asbridge, ch. 21 
 
Second Short Class Test, Monday, Nov. 21 
 
Week 14 (Nov. 21-25) – The Mongol World Conquest and Mamluk Resistance 
Readings: Maalouf, ch. 13 
Asbridge, ch. 22 
 
Week 15 (Nov. 28-Dec. Dec. 2) – The End of the Crusader Kingdom 
Readings: Maalouf, ch. 14 
Asbridge, ch. 23 
 
Week 16 (Dec. 5-9) – The Destruction of the Templars and the Later Crusade Movement 
Readings: Madden, chs. 9-10 
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Asbridge: Conclusion 
 
Final Exam, Wednesday, Dec. 14, 10:30-12:30 
 
 
(6) OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
 
(a) Disabilities. The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations 
be provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, systemic, learning and psychiatric 
disabilities. Please contact the instructor or teaching assistant of this course at the beginning of 
the semester to discuss any accommodations for this course. For details see: 
www.hr.utah.edu/oeo/ada/guide/faculty/. 
 
(b) Accommodations. Some of the readings, lectures, films, or presentations in this course may 
include material that may conflict with the core beliefs of some students. Please review the 
syllabus carefully to see if the course is one that you are committed to taking. If you have a 
concern, please discuss it with me at your earliest convenience. For more information, please 
consult the University of Utah’s Accommodations Policy, which appears at: 
www.admin.utah.edu/facdev/accommodations-policy.pdf. 
 
(c) Academic Regulations. This course is covered by all applicable paragraphs of the University 
Policies. Ignorance of the regulations concerning attendance, plagiarism, ghost-writing, or 
requirements for withdrawals and incompletes does not excuse you from their applicability. 
 


