
History 1210: Asian Civilizations: Traditions

 Wesley Sasaki-Uemura      Fall 2016  
 CTIHB 215        M, W, F 
 801-585-6991       11:50 - 12:40 pm 
 wes.sasaki-uemura@utah.edu     CTIHB 101 
 Hours: M 2-3 pm, T 10-11 am or by appointment 

Overview and Objectives 

 This course is intended to serve as an interdisciplinary introduction to the rise of 
various Asian civilizations and the intrinsic values of their traditions as seen in religion, 
philosophy, literature and art.  The course works to accomplish this by engaging directly 
with the words and thoughts of Asians from the past.  Readings for this course will be 
primary source translations so that students can engage these peoples and the discussion 
sections are intended to develop students’ abilities to comprehend and critically evaluate 
those writings on their own terms. Lectures and discussions of the readings will be 
supplemented with audio-visual aids. 
 The notion of journeys and migrations, whether physical or spiritual, will be one 
major theme of the course this year. Another will be the status of women as a way to 
comprehend various Asian societies. Students in this course are expected to come away 
with knowledge of key events, places and people over the region, the ways in which these 
societies organized themselves politically and culturally, and how they changed over time. 
They should be able to compare different eras and regions and analyze cause and effect 
relationships. In this course, students should also gain or hone their skills in assessing 
sources and presenting written and oral arguments and critiques, among other things.   
 Please consult the History Department’s web site regarding the expectations for a 
student’s “Learning Outcomes” in terms of historical knowledge, thinking and skills in our 
courses. (http://history.utah.edu/about/learning-outcomes.php)  
   

Required Texts (in the order we read them - available at the bookstore) 

 The Bhagavad-Gita: Krishna’s Counsel in Time of War (Barbara Stoler MILLER,  
 Great Sanskrit Plays in Modern Translation (P. LAL, trans.) 
 Confucius: The Analects (Raymond DAWSON, trans.)  
 WU Ch’eng-en, Monkey: Journey to the West (David KHERDIAN, trans.)  

 1

mailto:wes.sasaki-uemura@utah.edu
http://history.utah.edu/about/learning-outcomes.php


Fall 2016  Asian Civilizations: Traditions
These optional texts will be on Reserve at the Marriott Library.  

 Patricia Ebrey, et. al., Pre-modern East Asia to 1800 (DS511 .E24 2006)  
 David Ludden, India and South Asia: A Short History (DS340 .L83 2002) 
 David McCann, ed., Early Korean Literature (selections) PL984.E1 E27 2000 

Other readings will be posted on CANVAS.  

Grading Policies  
 Grading will be based on class participation, short assignments, three essays, a 
midterm and a final exam. Class Participation counts for 20% of the grade, and it is based 
on your attendance and contributions to class discussions. If you have six or more 
unexcused absences, you will not receive credit for this portion of your grade.   (Excusable 
absences include illness, hospitalization, family emergencies, National Guard duty, and 
official functions at which you represent the University. If you are on a sports team, please 
have your program director forward me the team schedule. Work will not be considered 
an excusable absence. If you know beforehand that you will be missing a class for any 
reason, please contact me in advance to make arrangements for making up the work for 
that session.) 
 As part of your class participation, you are required to submit short commentaries 
(1-2 pages, typed) on each of the discussed readings (not the textbooks). Commentaries are 
due on the date of the reading discussed and may be submitted electronically. They will 
not be graded as such but evaluated as “exceptional,” “acceptable,” or “unacceptable.” 
The commentaries are intended to help those who are less verbal take part in the larger 
discussion and to help you write your essays.  
 The essays constitute 30% of your grade and they should analyze aspects of the 
weekly course readings. They should be at least 1,250 words (roughly five pages) 
excluding extended quotations. They are due by class time on xxxx. You must hand in all 
three essays to get credit for them. The essays hold present and defend a thesis on some 
major issues in the readings; they should not be book reports or reaction papers in which 
one only lists personal likes and dislikes. You should present a thesis or argument and 
logically organize the steps of the argument through the essay. You will be graded on the 
basis of the cogency of the argument, your insight and organization, and the articulateness 
of the writing. Spelling and grammar count. Short papers and late papers will be down 
graded. Any quotation, paraphrase, or use of someone else’s theory or analysis should be 
properly acknowledged. Failure to do so is considered plagiarism. It is the student’s 
responsibility to know what constitutes academic misconduct, whether in the form of 
misrepresenting one’s work, fabricating or falsifying materials, or plagiarizing. Incidents of 
academic misconduct are automatically reported to the University’s Academic Misconduct 
Committee for possible academic suspension. (Please see  http://regulations.utah.edu/
academics/6-400.php for information.) 
 The midterm counts for 20% of your grade and will be given in class on Friday, Oct. 
7th. The exam will consist of identifications and essay questions. You will receive a study 
guide roughly one week prior to the exam. The final exam will be given on Tuesday, Dec. 
13th from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM and will count for 30% of the course grade. Study 
guides will also be given out for the final on the last week of class.  

 2

http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/6-400.php


Fall 2016  Asian Civilizations: Traditions
SCHEDULE (subject to change)  

I. Aug. 22   Course Introduction 
 Aug. 24 Where is Asia? What is Asia?  
 Aug. 26  Prehistoric Beginnings 

II. Aug. 29   Indus Civilization  
 Aug. 31  Aryan Arrival  
 Sept. 2   Video:  “330 Million Gods” 

   
III.  Sept. 5   Labor Day (no class)  
 Sept. 7   Social Orders  
 Sept. 9   Reading: Bhagavad Gita    
  
IV.  Sept. 12  Women’s Status in Traditional India 
 Sept. 14  Buddhism  
 Sept. 16  Readings: “Shakuntala,” “Toy Cart”  (in Great Sanskrit Plays)  

V.  Sept. 19  Angkor (Devaraja State)  
 Sept. 21  Borobudur (Buddhist Kingdom) / Essay #1 due  
 Sept. 23  Readings: 
  
VI.   Sept. 26  Ancient China & the Power of the Word  
 Sept. 28  Confucianism  
 Sept. 30  Reading: The Analects   

VII. Oct. 3   Daoism  
 Oct. 5   Tang and Song Dynasties (Guest Lecture - Prof. Winston Kyan) 
 Oct. 7   Midterm Exam   

  
VIII.  Oct. 9-16 Fall Break (no class) 
   
IX.  Oct. 17  Mongol Invasions 
 Oct. 19  Ming China: Expeditions v. The Great Wall  
 Oct. 21  Reading: Monkey: Journey to the West  
    
X.  Oct. 24  Women’s Status in Traditional China (Guest Lecture - Prof. Janet Theiss)  
 Oct. 26  Advent of Manchu China  
 Oct. 28  Readings: “The Pearl-Sewn Shirt” 

      
XI.  Oct. 31  Three Kingdoms (Korea) & Yamamto (Japan(  
 Nov. 2   Cultural Exports and Imports / Essay #2 due  
 Nov. 4   Silla and Koryo Korea      

XII.  Nov. 7   Classical Heian Society (Japan)  
 Nov. 9   Aesthetics & the Rule of Taste (Guest Lecture: Mamiko?)  
 Nov. 11  Reading: “Tosa Diary”  
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XIII.   Nov. 14  Kamakura & Popular Buddhism (Japan)   
 Nov. 16  Yi Dynasty (Korea)  
 Nov. 18  Reading: TBA 

XIV. Nov. 21  Ashikaga Japan and Warring States 
 Nov. 23  Reading: TBA 
 Nov. 25  Thanksgiving break (no class)  

XV.  Nov. 28 Social Transformation in Korea 
 Nov. 30  Trade Revisited / European Encounters / Essay #3 due 
 Dec. 2  16th c. Asia in Flux 
  
XVI.  Dec. 5  Conclusion  

Final exam will be on Tuesday, Dec. 13th from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm.  

Some Relevant videos with call numbers: 
Legacy - [V-Cass CB311 L43 1991]  
 India: The Empire of the Spirit [Part 2]  
 China: The Mandate of Heaven [Part 3]*  
The Long Search - [V-Cass BL80.2 L64 1977] 
 Hinduism: 330 Million Gods [#2] 
 Buddhism: Footprint of the Buddha [#3]  
 Taoism: A Question of Balance [#11] 
 Zen Buddhism: Land of the Disappearing Buddha” [#9]  
Silk Road - [V-Cass DS793.562 S54 1990]  
 “Art Gallery in the Desert”*  
The Tale of Genji - [V-Cass PL788.4 G43 T3 1993]*  
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND ACCOMMODATIONS  

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and 
activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, 
reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 Olpin 
Union Building, 581-5020 (V/TDD). CDS will work with you and the instructor to make 
arrangements for accommodations. All information in this course can be made available in 
alternative format with prior notification to the Center for Disability Services. http://
disability.utah.edu 

Wellness Statement 

Personal concerns such as stress, anxiety, relationship difficulties, depression, cross-
cultural differences, etc., can interfere with a student’s ability to succeed and thrive at the 
University of Utah. For helpful resources contact the Center for Student Wellness - 
www.wellness.utah.edu 801-581-7776. 

Veterans Center 

If you are a student veteran, I want you to know that the U of Utah has a Veterans Support 
Center on campus. They are located in Room 161 in the Olpin Union Building. Hours: M-
F 8-5pm. Please visit their website for more information about what support they offer, a 
list of ongoing events and links to outside resources: http://veteranscenter.utah.edu/. Please 
also let me know if you need any additional support in this class for any reason. 

LGBT Resource Center 

If you are a member of the LGBTQ community, I want you to know that my classroom is a 
safe zone*. Additionally, please know that the U of Utah has an LGBT Resource Center on 
campus. They are located in Room 409 in the Oplin Union Building. Hours: M-F 8-5pm. 
You can visit their website to find more information about the support they can offer, a list 
of events through the center and links to additional resources: http://lgbt.utah.edu/. Please 
also let me know if there is any additional support you need in this class. 

Learners of English as an Additional/Second Language 

If you are an English language learner, please be aware of several resources on campus 
that will support you with your language development and writing. These resources 
include: the Department of Linguistics EAS Program (http://linguistics.utah.edu/eas-
program/index.php); the Writing Center (http://writingcenter.utah.edu/); the Writing 
Program (http://writing-program.utah.edu/); the English Language Institute (http://
continue.utah.edu/eli/). Please let me know if there is any additional support you would 
like to discuss for this class. 
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Academic Conduct 

All students are expected to maintain professional behavior in the classroom setting, 
according to the Student Code, spelled out in the Student Handbook. Students have 
specific rights in the classroom as detailed in Article III of the Code. The Code also 
specifies proscribed conduct (Article XI) that involves cheating on tests, plagiarism, and/or 
collusion, as well as fraud, theft, etc. Students should read the Code carefully and know 
they are responsible for the content. According to Faculty Rules and Regulations, it is the 
faculty responsibility to enforce responsible classroom behaviors, beginning with verbal 
warnings and progressing to dismissal from class and a failing grade. Students have the 
right to appeal such action to the Student Behavior Committee. Faculty must strive in the 
classroom to maintain a climate conducive to thinking and learning. PPM 8-12.3, B. 
Students have a right to support and assistance from the University in maintaining a 
climate conducive to thinking and learning. PPM 8-10, II. Please consult the following 
website for History’s departmental policies on Academic Misconduct. http://
history.utah.edu/students/misconduct-policy.php). 

Accommodations Policy 

Some of the readings, lectures, films, or presentations in this course may include material 
that may conflict with the core beliefs of some students. Please review the syllabus 
carefully to see if the course is one that you are committed to taking. If you have a 
concern, please discuss it with me at your earliest convenience. For more information, 
please consult Section Q of the University of Utah’s Regulations Library, Policy 6-100: 
Instruction and Evaluation, which appears at: http://regulations.utah.edu/academics/
6-100.php  

This syllabus is not a binding legal contract. It may be modified by the instructor when the 
student is given reasonable notice of the modification. 
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